, and 6 from all tubes were stored at -70 #{176}C for six weeks, thawed with shaking in a water bath at 20-22 #{176}C for 60 miii, and analyzed without delay.
Quantification of ApoB
The apoB RIA procedure 
Results

Radioimmunoassay of ApoB
First we evaluated the specificity of apoB measurements. The overall daily mean is the mean of all dailymeans, where n isthe number of days. SD is the SD of daily means from the overall daily mean. Interassay CV = (SD,,/overall daily mean) x 100.
To determine the reliability of the assay, we used three plasma pools containing low, normal, or high concentrations of apoB. In 56 or more independent analyses of each plasma pool, the interassay CV was s8% ( (Table  2A) . Furthermore, the intra-assay CV was examined in human plasma specimens from an unselected population (Table  2B) . Triplicate determinations were performed in each specimen, and specimens were divided into three groups according to apoB concentration. The intraassay CV was similar in all three groups. results more than fivefold as much as did data from any other subject.
Inspection of these data indicated that the apoB concentration in one fresh sample was 41% lower than the mean apoB obtained for all other fresh aliquots from the same subject. Omission of this point, identified as an outlier, gave a slope that did not differ from 0 (P = 0.207).
A slope that did not differ from 0 was also found when percentage changes of the means of all six frozen aliquots per subject were regressed against the means of all aliquots in fresh plasma (P = 0.91). Finally, the same nonsignificant slope was found when the "fresh-frozen" subset of plasma separated immediately (as identified in Table 4 ) was so analyzed (P = 0.69).
DiscussIon
Our purpose in this study was to determine the effect of different conditions of specimen-processing on the apoB concentrations determined by RJA. 
